Racial and ethnic disparities in substance use disorders and outcomes in elderly prostate cancer patients.
Substance use among cancer patients is an important psychosocial comorbidity. Currently, there is a paucity of information regarding racial disparity in substance use among cancer patients. The objective of this study was to analyze racial and ethnic disparity in prevalence of substance use and its effects on outcomes in Medicare elderly with advanced prostate cancer using Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER)-Medicare linked data. We used ICD-9 diagnosis codes to identify substance use disorder. Outcomes were health service use, cost, and mortality. Prevalence of substance use varied among White, African American, and Hispanic patients with advanced-stage prostate cancer. Racial and ethnic disparity existed in the association between substance use and outcomes. A multidisciplinary coordinated care approach is essential to address racial and ethnic disparities in substance use among prostate cancer patients and to achieve optimal clinical management and improved outcomes of care.